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I. TITLE: 

 

 

POLICY REGARDING WILD COLLECTION IN PROTECTED AND OTHER AREAS 

 

II. GOAL: 

 

Define the complementary guidelines for the certification of wild products in 

protected areas.   

 

III. NORMATIVE REFERENCES:  

 

3.3 NOP/USDA Regulation: 

 

205.207; clause b. 

 

IV. DEFINITIONS: 

 

Wild plantations or products derived from a wild plantation: They are those 

that come from natural environments in which human intervention is minimal, 

only in the collection activity (harvest). The practices of transplanting, 

weeding, application of insecticides, fungicides, fertilizers, etc. are not part of 

the wild method. 

In the case, for example, of berries (blackberries, raspberries, etc.) and herbs, 

they are not planted, while in the case of plants such as coconut palms, 

mango, pepper, achiote, etc. there has been some influence of human 

activity, but then the plant grows and there are no cultivation measures 

anymore. 

 

Wild crop:  Any plant or part of a plant that is collected or harvested for the 

crop from a place that is not under cultivation or under other agricultural 

management. 

 

Protected areas: Areas determined by a State subject to a defined legal and 

institutional framework to guarantee the conservation of their peculiarities 

and environmental and cultural wealth. 

 

UICN (1994) defines protected areas as: "An area of land or sea specially 

dedicated to the protection and maintenance of Biodiversity and associated 

natural and cultural resources; managed through legal or other effective 

means." 
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V. POLICY: 

 

5.1 Criteria: 

 

MAYACERT defines the following general guidelines to consider the collection 

of wild products in protected areas, which it has considered to be not well 

defined in the NOP/USDA regulations. 

 

1. In the case of wild collection in protected areas, the written endorsement 

of the competent authority must be obtained. 

 

2. The producer must present a Management Plan for the area where it is 

established that the collection rate does not affect the natural 

regeneration process of the species and the collection must be done at 

the right time. 

 

3. The operator must submit records of the management of the areas to 

demonstrate the non-use of prohibited substances for at least the last 

three years prior to collection. 


